
by ERIC DEBODE  

     What to make of these 
times, and the signs?  It's 
easy to play a prophet of 
doom, but ours is to follow the 
Resurrected One.  The lens 
through which we analyze the 
"signs of the times" is not 
rosy, but real; not pie in the 
sky, but here and now.  And 
we stand on the truth that has 
always been our bedrock:  
Jesus is Risen in the here and 
now, is present with us, walks 
with us, celebrates and 
suffers with us, dies and rises 
with us...and therein lies our 
Hope.  

   So, here we are...Now.  It's 
a few weeks after the election 
and I feel this must be 
said: WE define the 
times, they don't 
define us.  Our faithful 
action cannot be 
boxed in, cornered, 
afraid.  American faith 
has long been 

critiqued as a  "spectator 
sport," where only a few have 
been engaged enough to 
make sacrifices.  
   Neighbors are afraid; we 
must bring them comfort. The 
sick are anxious about their 
healthcare; we must stand 
with them and make 
sacrifices;  the earth itself 
reels from our reckless 
behavior and we must lead 
the transformation.  This is 
our gift.
   The great gift of this 
moment is that we are called 
to be actors on the life stage 
of history, to act out our faith 
in real ways for real people, 
NOW.  
   The central philosophy that 
underlies the Catholic Worker 
is Personalism:  the belief that 
we are personally called to 
serve those who are 
struggling, sick, homeless, 
violated, imprisoned and 
discarded.
   Like the apostles, we are 
called to "Stay Awake."  Keep 
your eyes peeled -- those in 
need are near; in fact, they 
are all around us.  What do 

they want?  They want 
relationship...to be listened to 
and actually heard.  They 
want to feel welcomed, to do 

good work, to have affordable 
housing, good healthcare, 
safety for their children, a 
decent life.  Our work needs 
to flow from their needs list, 
not our agenda for change. 
Nothing transforms our lives 
like personalism; This path is 
our gift. Dorothy Day loved to 
quote St. Catherine of Sienna 
who famously said, "All the 
way to heaven is heaven."
   So let us bolster one 
another in hope and faith, 
love and justice;  reach out in 
planned, thoughtful ways to 

love our neighbor.  
Make friends with the 
marginal, and learn.  
   This is the good 
news...It's going to 
take us all to bring 
peace, tolerance, 
acceptance, and love 
into the world. 
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WE WERE MADE FOR DAYS 
SUCH AS THESE

Justice is what love 
looks like in public.  

-Dr. Cornell West
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  We faithful people cannot afford to let this beautiful 
moment pass us by.  We are lucky to be here now.  
We have learned from and stand on the shoulders of 
Gandhi, King, Arundati Roy, The Berrigans, Joan 
Baez, Angela Davis, John Dear, Harriet Tubman, 
Michael Pollan and many others who have lifted up 
this great struggle of ours.
   It is a gift to live our faith, to engage the struggle 
for the gospel vision, to make sacrifices and carry 
the cross.  Our Sunday liturgies have prepared us 
for this.  Now, it's "Monday time," your presence is 
required.  

Merry Christmas,

Eric DeBode
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Hire a Day Laborer!  www.coastsidemercado.org

Buy coffee and 
support us! 

Luz Luna
527 Main Street

in downtown 
Half Moon Bay

#HolidaySongChallenge
   Do you want to support us this holiday and get your friends involved too?  We have 
a fun idea.  Go to our website to see the Holiday Song Challenge, then upload your 
own video to Facebook and challenge four friends.  If they don't take you up on it, 

ask them to donate to Abundant Grace Coastside Worker.  Be sure to hashtag 
your video #HolidaySongChallenge so we can all see it!
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