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AND THE SOUL FELT ITS WORTH

‘m worth more,” Doug said, sporting a 
fresh, new haircut and shave, and 
wearing clean clothes.  I literally did not 

recognize him even though he has been 
homeless in Half Moon Bay for the past year, 
eating at the community breakfast and 
working with us at the farm.  
   I asked him what caused this change.  “It was 
everything; everybody who believed in me, and 
I finally saw it.”  As I talked to him, it became 
clear that friendships with all of us from the 
community breakfast to the farm, from the 
church he attended, to other organizations in 
town that helped him made the difference for 
him to see what can’t be taught:  that we are all 
worthy in the most profound, spiritual, human 
way.  
   That is to say that God’s unconditional love 
extends to all of us and to every part of 
ourselves, even those places in ourselves we are 
ashamed of.  We all too often forget that one of 
the most repeated themes of  our great Biblical 
story is about people being forgiven and 
healed in very real and profound ways.
   Everyone has dignity, which is hard to 
explain, sometimes.  Someone camping out, 
unable to shower regularly, without clean 
clothes has a hard time feeling it.  And those of 
us who have it better can’t always see it either.  
We can diminish the value of folks who are 
really struggling.  We do well to remind 
ourselves that Jesus spent most of his time 
with, and came for people struggling to 
survive.
   Dorothy Day, co-founder of the Catholic 
Worker Movement, famously said, “The only 
solution is love.”  This is what she meant.  
Many people receive services and benefits 
which are very important...but, when someone 
is loved, and they feel it in the core of their 

being, they sometimes choose a better life for 
themselves, and they make better choices in 
the day to day.  They see their future in a new 
way.  Or, perhaps, they see a future for the first 
time in a long while.  That is why we Catholic 
Workers believe that personally getting involved 
in the lives of our struggling brothers and 
sisters is so crucial for healing the world. 
   So Doug now has a place in El Granada; a 
room carved out of a garage.  It’s not much, but 
he is making it his own.  I drove away after 
visiting his place for the first time thinking 
about salvation and resurrection.  These tenets 
of our faith; these essential concepts and 
metaphors sometimes (and only rarely) break 
through into real time, into our daily life.  I saw 
a man resurrected the other day...and it gives 
me hope.
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REST IN PEACE
 We will always 
remember Leslie 
Carson who joined 
St. Francis and the 
heavenly community  
of fools for Christ on 
January 3, 2016.  
She has been a 
friend and supporter 
for years, and led 
our Clown Camp the 
past few summers.  She loved teaching, 
hatching fun plans, entertaining children with 
storytelling, and any new challenge.  Her spirit 
and faith was generous and large.  It was a joy 
and a gift to have her in our lives and we shall 
always remember her as the person who lived 
the truth that God dwells in all of our hearts 
and we share that gift through loving others.
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ell, the season at the farm is now in its winter phase...That means the cover crops, garlic and 
strawberries are planted, and we are no longer going there each week.  We have a few months 
before we start up again.  We give thanks for this past season’s harvest, the good work, all the food 

that was given away and eaten.  We celebrate these rains, and look forward to the warmer days of spring 
when we start up again.
   Thanks to Bill Laven and Christine Pielenz for welcoming us at the farm and being so supportive; and 
thanks to Jay and Suzie Trexler, the farm’s managers, who assist and help out in many ways seen and 
unseen.  Potrero Nuevo Farm is visionary in many ways in how it relates to the community and the land, and 
we consider it a blessing to be connected there.  
   We’ve seen a lot of produce passed along this year, both at the CW House, and at the Community 
Breakfast.  We are also glad to pass along produce to PUENTE, St. Vincent de Paul and the Table of Plenty.  
   We are so fortunate to be able to work the land, grow beautiful, organic produce and share it with 
hundreds of families who need it.  You know how lots of experts talk about the challenge of getting high 
quality food to low-income families?  Well, this is a version of the remedy -- so simple, and we gave away 
nearly 20,000 pounds of fresh, organic produce again this year!  Thanks be to the Creator of All Abundance!
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