
  

by ERIC DEBODE

   When we became a non-profit I embraced the idea of renaming our 
project.  The "Kelly Avenue" piece was uninspiring.  Further, given the 
wonderful volunteers I work alongside from most of the faith communities 
on the coast, I wanted to broaden our identity to be less parochial, and 
more regional and inclusive.  Thus, the "Coastside Worker."  
   What I have been reflecting on lately though, is how I have been changed 
by the focus on Abundant Grace.  I approach this concept for what it is: a 
conscious presupposition about reality -- but I don't "believe" it.  That may 
sound strange, so let me explain...
   My posture and attitude in approaching each day that there is "enough" of 
what I need, an abundance, really.  However, that is an assumption, not faith 
or belief.  I have come to see that the overwhelming presence of grace is something we 
encounter and experience through relationships with others and by our actions in the 
world.  
   If I were to identify it, what makes up abundant grace is the gritty 
struggle that meets with a kind heart; it is what draws light out of darkness, 
healing from painful wounds, and unexpectedly grants succor to the 
suffering.  It is existential in the sense that it emerges from within real 
experience.  It is not given, nor is it transcendent.  It already and always is.  
It is seen and unseen, felt and not felt, named and not named.  
   I think we are able to identify it only after the darkness is overcome.  It is 
the cosmic "Whew!  I made it through that!"  As always, we didn't think we 
could, and perhaps we thought it would kill us.  One might imagine it was 
first experienced the morning of the resurrection by all the disciples, and 
including Jesus upon waking from the dead.  What on earth could be a more 

  The Pentagon is the largest 
corporation in the world, and 
they don't produce a single thing 
for sale at stores that benefits 
anyone.  All they make - every 
single product - is built on the 
financially lucrative logic of the 
coercive power of deadly force.  
   They produce pistols, rifles, 
missiles, grenades, bombs, 
canons, flamethrowers, and lots 
more that we don't even know 
about. 
Feeling a little too happy these 
days?  Search Wikipedia for  
"Categories of Weapons" and
wind your way through their 
myriad lists sorted by date, war, 
weapon type and so on.  There 
are all kinds of weapons; 
standard, chemical, nuclear, 
phosphorous, and many more.  
 Everything from a bayonet to 
the latest photon blast canon is 
on the list.
   Our current president proves 
Einstein's statement above;  

Practicing Hospitality, Growing and Sharing Food

ENCOUNTERING  THE 
ABUNDANT  SPIRIT

A BIG thank you to Coldwell Banker!  
Our local office did a great job raising 
funds for our programs to help local 

people in need.  So grateful!!!

Also, please note my new 
AGCW T-Shirt!  They are 
now available along with 

Resurrection Roast Coffee 
at Luz Luna, 527 Main St. in 

Half Moon Bay! 



profound encounter with abundant grace?
   These days, I reflect on abundant grace when I work alongside the homeless 
at the farm, or listen to the stories 
of families at the breakfast, 
whenever I become aware that 
something so much greater makes 
up our milieu, that a spiritual 
reality consoles us all as one, it is 
the divine "enough" that sustains us 
if we let it, and live in it.
   However, the cross is part of the 
grace too...  There is a local family 
in profound need of housing:  an 
older brother cares for his two 
young elementary school age 
siblings.  The parents were victims 
of drug cartel violence in Mexico.  
We've been journeying with this 
family, and it has been spirit 
crushing.  I feel we are desperately 
waiting for that person who steps 
up to make an opening, a safe 
space, and offers hospitality in their 
home.  
   Ultimately, abundant grace is 
most profoundly recognized and 
encountered in the metaphor of 
breaking bread; in simple sharing.  
That is the core of our mission and 
vision, it is our action plan and 
gospel.  Peace and Blessings… 
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(Cont'd from p. 1)
since you can't simultaneously 
prepare for peace and war he'll 
have to stop using our tax dollars 
to help society and squeeze even 
more billions of dollars into the 
Pentagon and military contractor's 
coffers.  
___________________________

Because we want the peace with 
half a heart and half a life and 

will, the war, of course, continues, 
because the waging of war, by 

its nature, is total - but the 
waging of peace, by our own 

cowardice, is partial.  
-Dan Berrigan, SJ

___________________________

CORPORATIONS   
We have to rethink corporations - 
as they are the largest beneficiaries 
of the current system, as well as the 
largest polluters/killers/destroyers 

of the planet.  Benefit corporations 
should be developed that lift 
everyone up -- not just the 

shareholder.  The corporate charter 
needs an overhaul!

http://benefitcorp.net

We are off to Germany!  
Believe it or not, 3 Lutherans, 

an Episcopal priest and a 
Catholic Worker will be 

speaking at the 500-Year 
Celebration of the Birth of the 

Reformation!  We will be 
presenting several talks during 
their "Social Justice Week" in 
late June, talking about our 

collaborative efforts on 
Hospitality/Farm/Breakfast/

Leadership/Justice and more. 
For info, go to:

https://lutherstadt-
wittenberg.de/en/luther-2017/
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